AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 28, 2014

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2695

Introduced by Assembly Member Patterson

February 21, 2014

tetty—An act to add Séctions 715.5 and 9621 to thé Public
Utilities Code, relating to electricity.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2695, as amended, Patterson. Electrieity:—residential—+rates:
Electricity: billing disclosures.

(1) The Public Utilities Act vests the Public Utilities Commission
(PUC) with the regulatory authority over public utilities, including
electrical corporations.

Thisbill would require the PUC to require an electrical corporation
to include in its billing statements for its residential customers and to
post on its|nternet WWeb site an easy-to-under stand chart breaking down
all the costs reflected in the retail price of electricity charged by the
electrical corporation.

Because a violation of the Public Utilities Act or any order, decision,
rule, direction, demand, or requirement of the PUC isa crime, this bill
would impose a state-mandated local program.

(2) Existing law vests the State Energy Resources Conservation and
Devel opment Commission (Energy Commission) with certain regulatory
authority over local publicly owned electric utilities regarding energy
efficiency and purchase of renewable energy resources.

Thisbill would require the Energy Commission to develop guidelines
for local publicly owned electric utilities on the development of an
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easy-to-understand chart breaking down all the costs reflected in the
retail price of electricity charged by the utilities that would be included
in the billing statements for their residential customers and posted on
their Internet \Web sites.

(3) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbur sement.

Thisbill would provide that no reimbursement isrequired by this act

- . ) . . . . . .
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 715.5 is added to the Public Utilities
2 Code, to read:

3 715.5. The commission shall order an electrical corporation
4 toincludeinitshilling statementsfor itsresidential customersand
5 to post on its Internet Web site an easy-to-understand chart
6 breaking down all the costs, including costs associated with
7 mandated programs, reflected in the retail price of electricity
8 charged by that electrical corporation. The chart may take the
9 form cited in page 44 of the Little Hoover Commission’s report,
10 “Rewiring California: Integrating Agendas for Energy Reform,
11 issued December 2012.

12 SEC. 2. Section 9621 is added to the Public Utilities Code, to
13 read:

14 9621. The Energy Commission shall develop guidelines for
15 local publicly owned electric utilities on the development of an
16 easy-to-understand chart that would be included in the billing
17 statements for their residential customers and posted on their
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Internet Web sites, breaking down all the costs, including costs
associated with mandated programs, reflected in the retail price
of electricity charged by that electrical corporation. The chart
may take the form cited in page 44 of the Little Hoover
Commission’sreport, “ Rewiring California: Integrating Agendas
for Energy Reform,” issued December 2012.

SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIl1 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminatesa crimeor infraction, or changesthe penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crimewithin
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XlIlI B of the California
Constitution.
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